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25X1X6 1. Baden Minisler of Ecoromy Dr. Leibbrand has been very active
during Sepiember in pubiic and closed meetings dlscussing economic
proposals, In a public speech in Freiburg in mid-September, he
developei political and eccnomic idsaes which have come to be
known as the Leibbrand Plan. : .

2. The Leicbrand Plan is based on the theory that France 1s the dsor
to the world market for German economy and that Garmany's future
is deperndent upon close sconomlc and political conperation with
Frence. In economlc practice, this calls for a large increase

in prodactive capaclty for the industry of the French Zone,
particularly Baden. With production raised to a level permitting
export, exportation could be handled in cooperation with Prance
on & M Ifty-fifty basis. ‘
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Telbirand declared that inereased industrial capacslity could be
achissved with the ald of in.erested Swise firma £-d maintained
whet Swiss business circles favored his credit pl - n. He advocated
rea.sshing Gouvernement if1litaire permission for a1 Swiss loen of
Lifvy to sixty million Swiss franes. which could he amortized by ton
million cubic meters of timber to be delivered to Switzerlend
cvesr & period of Gen years. An Oficomex officiasl reported thet,
in aiditlon %o the public credits plen, Dr. Leibb::nd had negoti-
ated for & eredit of 130 to 150 million Swiss franes with private
Swigs firms. 2
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2. It Js revorted bv members of the SFIO directorate that Dr.

Leilbrand visited Paris in July 1247 and there coaferved with
ans, o8 Fribeurg, a Freneh jeurnallst who came to %he French Zone
in leptember. Shortly after Fribourg began to exoound his ldeas
of sconomic cooperstion between France znd the Frsnoh Zona,
Labbrand came out with his own similer plan.

i Ths Leibbrand Plen was discussed 1n tha nress, end the minlister
sz been woriting to sell 1t to Baden infustrinlists, treds unionsg,
and theaBPD. At the end of Senptember srd on 6 Qctober 1247, he
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explained his ideas in closed meetings of Soelsl Democratic
functionaries. SPD and trade union reaction. shared largely by
Baden industrial circles, is not openly hostile to the Leibbrand
Plan but cuaracterizes it as selling out Baden industry to France
and a few Swiss banking houses. Leibbrand is reproachad for
presenting his plan as oripginal, when it is obviously developed
by French initiative, according toc its detractors.
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